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an old Prussian province for Schleswig-Holstein would
scarcely be possible, even if the inhabitants wished it; at
Glatz, however, even the Austrians settled there had pro-
tested against it. I felt that the profitable results of the
friendship between the great German Powers were not ended
with the Holstein question, and that, although now situ-
ated at the very farthest distance from the domain of Aus-
trian interests, they might on another occasion be much
nearer, and that it would be useful for Austria to act gen-
erously and obligingly towards Prussia now/

It seemed to me that the prospect I had sketched was
not without effect on the Emperor Francis Joseph. He
spoke indeed of the difficulty in regard to public opinion
in Austria if the present situation ended without an equiv-
alent, if Prussia made so large a gain as Schleswig-Hol-
stein. He ended, however, with the question whether we
were actually determined to demand and incorporate that
possession. My impression was that, if he should be as-
sured of a firm connexion with Prussia in future, and of the
support of analogous desires on the part of Austria by
Prussia, he did not consider it impossible to yield to us his
pretensions to the territory resigned by Denmark. He pro-
posed in the first place for further discussion the question
whether Prussia really was firmly determined to make the
duchies Prussian provinces, or whether we should be
content with certain rights in them such as were formu-
lated afterwards in the so-called February conditions.
The King did not answer; I broke the silence by reply-
ing to the Emperor: 'I am exceedingly glad that your
Majesty has submitted the question to me in the presence
of my gracious master; I hope to have the opportunity of
learning his views.' So far I had, in fact, received nq
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